The Format of a Best Man Speech.

You know by now the importance I stress on ice breakers in your Best Man speech, well this is a guide to the format of your
complete speech.

The Intro

Following your opening lines or ice breakers (which I am sure you by now have perfected), introduce yourself to the guests,
indicating your relationship to the Groom, bearing in mind that not all the guests may know you. A word of warning, keep it
short, as the big day is about the Bride & Groom after all. Thank both sets of parents and the guests for helping make this a
wonderful day. Express how you particularly want to thank those who have travelled far distances to be there.

You will not go far wrong thanking both the mothers of the Bride and Groom for all the hard work that has gone into the food,
preparation and decor, don’t forget the dads as well, they probably stumped up a few quid for their children’s big day. But be
careful, this is a big minefield, when thanking people especially the parents keep it short and sweet. There may be some friction
or hostility between the un-related families that you’re not aware of, example, only one side of the family have paid for the
wedding and you’re thanking both sides. Do your research first! If in doubt, leave it out!

The Bride

Say a couple of complimentary words about the Bride, mention how the Groom has been the happiest he has ever been since she
came into his life. Say how beautiful she is and finish by saying something like “and those who know the Bride know she is just
as beautiful on the inside” (a sure-fire winner with the guests). You probably won’t know the Bride as well as you know the
Groom so stick to the obvious stuff like “How wonderful she has been for the Groom since they met” and “How lucky he is to
have her as his wife”.

Try not to be too mushy though, everyone will think you want to marry her and never crack any jokes at her expense!
The Groom

This is as I’m sure you know the main part of your Best Man speech, so this is where you put your Best Man speech research into
action. Here you will perhaps discuss how the newlyweds met, or maybe something the Groom said (a compliment) about the
Bride after their first date, or maybe even something that happened on the Bachelor Party, something clean and not self-
incriminating obviously.

Now tell a story from the Grooms past that you know will embarrass him, you may discuss his lack of sporting-prowess for
example of his lack of fashion-sense or a funny story from his schooldays, it is pivotal however that any story you consider for
insertion in your Best Man speech should be neither humiliating nor offensive and suitable for all ages.

Say something nice about the Groom. Yes, you read that right, say something nice about the Groom. He is your best pal after all
and has bestowed the honor of Best Man on you, so say something complimentary about him. Something along the lines of “the
Groom has been my best friend for 20 years and I am very proud to stand as his Best Man today” will do, although it is nice to
expand on that depending on the length of your speech.

So many Best Men fall into the trap of trying to be too funny here, after all, those sex toy jokes you told about the groom down
the pub had everyone rolling around on the floor. STOP! You’re not in the pub! The room is full of the Grooms family. Don’t
push the boundaries unless you’re a full time stand up comedian (and even they get it wrong) try to keep the jokes simple, short
and clean. Never swear and certainly don’t call into question the honesty of the groom, especially don’t mention his past
girlfriends. See what not to do for more info.

The Toast & Closing Lines

This is the cornerstone of your Best Man speech and is where you should receive your loudest ovation. Here you will say some
brief closing lines (1 to 2 lines maximum) followed by your Best Man Toast and then it is all over and you can enjoy your day in
earnest.

You should look to make this a big conclusion, and always leave them wanting more. He is your Best Friend and he trusts that
you will do him proud. Think of Mel Gibson in Braveheart, that famous speech on the battlefield and you will have the entire
room standing and clapping, they will love you for being such a great best man!

And don’t forget to book Spinnin-Sounds.co.uk as your Disco Providers....



